
Ordinal numbers lesson plan 
 

 
DAY 

 
We Are Learning 

To (WALT): 
 

 
 

MODEL / INTRODUCTION 

 
INDEPENDENT WORK 

 

 
PLENARY 

 

Mental: 
 
Main: 
Use ordinal 
numbers 

Mental: 
 
Main: 
Have ten children come and stand at the front of the class. 
Ask how could we describe their position? What position is … 
in? What about …? 
Explain that 1st, 2nd etc are ordinal numbers – they tell us 
about the order things are in 
Show children numbers (1st, 2nd etc) and words (first, second 
etc)  
Have children stand in three lines of ten. Give them cards to 
get in to order 
 

Have shapes with their names and ordinal 
number words on board throughout lesson 
 
Lower ability – Set of shapes at top of page 
(below). Compete two types of sentence e.g. ‘the 
1st / first shape is a                       .’ and ‘the grey 
square is       /           . 
 

Name:        
 
Date   T: use numbers to show position 

Independent / Some adult support / A lot of adult support 

Which shape is 4th / fourth from the left?  

Which shape is 2nd / second from the right? 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

Which shape is 6th / sixth from the left?  

Which shape is 3rd / third from the right? 

Which shape is 1st / first from the left?  

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

The grey triangle is       /     from the left. 

The black triangle is      /     from the right.  

The black pentagon is      /        from the left.  

The grey pentagon is      /        from the left.  

The black rectangle is      /        from the right.  

 
 
 

Give children a 
card with an 
ordinal number 
on it 
 

 

To access the complete lesson plan, and all of the resources needed to teach it, visit 

 

http://www.saveteacherssundays.com/maths/year-2/130/ordinal-numbers/  
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